
RE Planning Reception 

Autumn 1: Special Books 

 Learning Objective Overview Assessment Questions 

Lesson 1 

To share special books. Children will consider what makes books important.  They 
will find out about the books of some famous people 

before thinking about their favourite books and why they 
are special.  They are encouraged to discuss their 

responses with other children to understand that different 
people enjoy different types of books. 

 Can children say which books are important to them? 

 Can children explain how they look after books? 

 Do children understand that different people have different 
special books? 

Lesson 2 

To find out which books are 
special for different religions. 

Children will identify the Bible, Torah and Qur’an as the 
holy books of Christianity, Judaism and Islam respectively.  

They will think about why these books are special and 
identify that they have some similar stories.  They will 

compare accounts of the story of Adam and Eve told in 
each of the three special books. 

 Can children say which books are important to them? 

 Can children identify some books that are special to different 
religions? 

 Do children understand that religious books need to be 
treated with respect? 

Lesson 3 

To find out about the special book 
for Jewish people. 

Children will recap that the Torah is the most important 
book in Judaism.  They will find out how the Torah is used, 
including what a yad is and why it is used.  They will read 
the story of Abraham and consider its meaning for Jews.  
They can also find out about the Ten Commandments. 

 Can children say which books are important to Jews? 

 Can children explain how the Torah is looked after? 

 Do children understand that religious books need to be 
treated with respect? 

Lesson 4 

To find out about the special book 
for Christian people. 

Children recap that the Bible is the Christian holy book.  
They will discover how the Bible is used by Christians in 
churches and at home.  They will also consider how its 
production has changed over time.  They will read and 

consider the story of Noah’s Ark. 

 Can children say which books are important to Christians? 

 Can children explain how the Christian Bible is looked after? 

 Do children understand that religious books need to be 
treated with respect? 

Lesson 5 

To find out about the special book 
for Muslim people. 

Children will find out about the Qur’an, the holy book of 
Islam.  They will learn how it came into existence, why it is 
written in Arabic and not translated into other languages, 

and some of the ways in which Muslims believe the Qur’an 
should be treated to show respect.  

 Can children say which books are important to Muslims? 

 Can children explain how the Qur’an is looked after? 

 Do children understand that religious books need to be 
treated with respect? 

 



Autumn 2: Christmas Celebrations 

 Learning Objective Overview Assessment Questions 

Lesson 1 

To think about what we celebrate 
and how we celebrate. 

Children will think about what a celebration is and identify 
some of the major religious festivals of world religions.  

They will think about the features of some common 
celebrations, including birthdays and weddings, and 
describe some of the different ways in which people 

celebrate religious and non-religious occasions. 

 Can children name and identify a variety of types of 
celebrations? 

 Do children know that most religions celebrate things that are 
important to them? 

 Can children describe some of the features of different 
celebrations? 

Lesson 2 

To be able to recount the 
Christmas story. 

Children will read the story of the nativity together.  They 
will learn about the key events and characters in the story 
and think about why the birth of Jesus is so important to 
Christians.  They will retell the story in a variety of ways. 

 Do children know that Christmas is a Christian festival? 

 Can children retell the main parts of the nativity story? 

 Do children understand why Christmas is an important 
festival for Christians? 

Lesson 3 

To explore how Christians 
celebrate Christmas. 

Children will recap the story of the nativity and identify 
exactly what Christians celebrating at Christmas.  They will 

go on to explore some of the different ways Christians 
celebrate including going to church services, singing carols, 
putting up Christmas trees and giving presents.  They will 

compare ways in which Christians and non-Christians 
celebrate Christmas. 

 Can children remember the main parts of the nativity story? 

 Do children know some of the ways in which Christians 
celebrate Christmas? 

 Can children identify similarities and differences in the ways 
Christians and non-Christians celebrate Christmas? 

Lesson 4 

To investigate how Christmas is 
celebrated by Christians around 

the world. 

Children will find out how Christians celebrate Christmas in 
various different countries around the world.  They will 
think about those traditions that are based on religious 
beliefs and those that are more cultural.  They will learn 
that even though Christmas is different in various places 
around the world, the message of Christmas remains the 

same globally. 

 `Do children know that Christmas is celebrated in lots of 
different countries all over the world? 

 Can children identify and describe some of the different ways 
in which Christmas is celebrated by Christians around the 
world? 

 Can children identify that many of the traditions of Christmas 
are based on culture rather than religion? 

Lesson 5 

To recap and summarise what we 
have learnt about Christmas. 

Children will consolidate their understanding of how and 
why Christians celebrate Christmas.  They will use the 

questions who? what? when? where? and how? to 
describe what Christmas is and how it is celebrated.  They 

can express their understanding of Christmas and its 
origins and celebrations in a variety of ways. 

 Do children understand that Christmas is a Christian festival 
that is also celebrated by other people? 

 Can children describe the main feature of a Christian 
Christmas? 

 Can children demonstrate their understanding of Christmas in 
a variety of ways? 

 



 

Spring 1: Christian Rites of Passage 

 Learning Objective Overview Assessment Questions 

Lesson 1 

To understand what a rite of 
passage is. 

Children will consider which events in their life have been 
most important or significant to them so far and discuss 
why these events were so important.  They will find out 
what a rite of passage is and think about some major life 

rites of passage. 

 Can children explain what a rite of passage is? 

 Can children distinguish between major events and 
insignificant events? 

 Can children explain how major events in life can change you? 

Lesson 2 

To understand what happens at a 
Baptism ceremony. 

Children will identify the five main rites of passage of 
Christianity.  They will then go on to look at baptism, 

reading the story of the baptism of Jesus before going on 
to look at how and why Christians get baptised today.  
They will also find out about some of the symbols and 

objects associated with baptism. 

 Can children explain what a baptism is? 

 Can children explain what happens at a baptism ceremony? 

 Can children recognise symbols and objects significant to a 
baptism ceremony? 

Lesson 3 

To learn about Holy Communion. Children will find out about the rite of communion and 
why it is so important to Christians.  They will read the 

story of the Last Supper and find out how Christians 
commemorate this today.  They will also look at why a 
Catholic child’s first Holy Communion is such a special 

occasion. 

 Can children explain what Holy Communion is? 

 Can children describe what happens at a Holy Communion? 

 Can children explain what the bread and wine symbolises and 
why are they important? 

Lesson 4 

To explore a Christian marriage 
ceremony. 

Children will think about what a marriage is before looking 
at what happens at a traditional Christian marriage 

ceremony.  They will think about how is involved, what is 
done and what objects are used.  They will also find out 

about wedding receptions and how this important rite of 
passage is celebrated. 

 Can children explain what a wedding ceremony is and why it 
is a rite of passage? 

 Can children explain what happens at a Christian wedding? 

 Can children explain who is involved in a Christian wedding 
and why they are important? 

Lesson 5 

To explore the death and funeral 
ceremony of a Christian person. 

Children will find out about Christian beliefs in life after 
death.  They will explore what happens at a Christian 

funeral and have the chance to discuss their own ideas 
about what happens when a person passes away. 

 Can children explain why death is a rite of passage? 

 Can children explain what happens at a Christian funeral? 

 Can children explain what they think happens when you die? 

 

 



Spring 2: Easter 

 Learning Objective Overview Assessment Questions 

Lesson 1 

To understand that some people 
celebrate new beginnings. 

Children will explore the different seasons and focus on 
the changes to the weather and their surroundings during 
spring.  They will learn about how some people celebrate 
new life at this time and start to explore what Easter is.  

The children will have lots of fun becoming season 
detectives as they enjoy a season scavenger hunt. 

 Do the children know there are four seasons in a year? 

 Do children know that spring is a time of new life for plants 
and animals? 

 Do children know about Easter? 

Lesson 2 

To find out about the Easter story. Children will learn about Christianity and why Christians 
celebrate Easter.  They will find out about the Easter story 
and explore its meaning through role-play and hot-seating 

activities.  The children will have the opportunity to 
sequence the Easter story as well as creating a 3D scene to 

act out Jesus’ resurrection. 

 Can children retell the Easter story? 

 Can children explain why Christians believe the Easter story 
has a happy ending? 

 Are the children able to share a part of the Easter story that 
makes them feel happy? 

Lesson 3 

To understand how Christians 
prepare for Easter. 

Children will learn about how Christians prepare for Easter 
and what happens during the lead up to Easter Day.  They 
will enjoy exploring the traditions around Shrove Tuesday, 

especially making some yummy pancakes, and thinking 
about what Lent is and how they can give back something 

rather than give something up. 

 Can children explain how Christians prepare for Easter? 

 Do children understand what Lent is? 

 Do children understand what Christians think about during 
Lent? 

Lesson 4 

To understand how Christians 
celebrate Easter. 

Children will understand how Christians celebrate Easter 
and Holy Week.  They will explore how this is the time for 

Christians to remember the last few days of Jesus’ life 
through learning about Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, 

Good Friday and Easter Day.  The children will enjoy 
learning about Easter traditions as well as have the 
exciting opportunity to make an Osterbaum Tree 

 Do the children understand how Christians celebrate Easter? 

 Can children recall the events that happen during Holy Week? 

 Can the children relate the events during Holy Week to the 
Easter story? 

Lesson 5 

To learn about traditions during 
Easter. 

Children will be challenged to recap all they have learn 
about Easter as well as learn about typical Easter traditions 

celebrated by Christians.  They will have the exciting 
opportunity to finish this scheme of work by making Easter 

baskets and going on an Easter egg hunt. 

 Can the children recall the different Easter traditions? 

 Can the children describe the different Easter traditions? 

 Do the children understand why these traditions are 
important to some people at Easter time? 

 

 



Summer 1: What do Hindus Celebrate? 

 Learning Objective Overview Assessment Questions 

Lesson 1 

To find out what Hindus believe. Children are given an overview of the Hindu religion.  They 
will explore where and when Hinduism began and go on to 

look at what Hindus believe.  They will find out about 
some of the major deities of Hinduism and explore some 

the key features of Hindu worship. 

 Do children know that Hinduism is one of the main world 
religions? 

 Do children know about some of the basic Hindu beliefs? 

 Do children know that Hindus worship many gods and 
goddesses? 

Lesson 2 

To find out about special occasions 
in a Hindu childhood. 

Children will find out about the samskaras – special 
moments in the lives of babies and children as they grow 

towards adulthood.  Your class will discover what happens 
at some of these celebrations and what the events and 

actions symbolise.  They will also think about special 
celebrations they have experienced in their own 

childhoods. 

 Do children know that Hindus have different ceremonies 
when they are growing up? 

 Do children know that these celebrations are called 
samskaras? 

 Can children describe some of the samskaras in a Hindus 
childhood? 

Lesson 3 

To find out what happens at a 
Hindu wedding. 

Children will find out what a traditional Hindu wedding is 
like.  They will find out about the ceremony itself as well as 

some of the other rituals and traditions that are 
undertaken to prepare the bride and groom for marriage.  
Children will consider how Hindu weddings are similar or 

different to weddings from other faiths and cultures. 

 Do children know what a Hindu wedding ceremony is like? 

 Do children know what Hindu wedding celebrations are like? 

 Can children compare a Hindu wedding to the weddings of 
people of other faiths and cultures? 

Lesson 4 

To find out about the Hindu 
festival Diwali. 

Children will explore the festival of Diwali.  They will read 
the story of Rama and Sita and understand why Diwali is 

celebrated.  They will find out about some of the customs 
and traditions surrounding Diwali and how it is celebrated 

by Hindu families. 

 Do children know what Diwali is? 

 Can children re-tell the story of Rama and Sita? 

 Do children know some of the customs and traditions 
associated with a Hindu Diwali celebration? 

Lesson 5 

To find out about the Hindu 
festival of Raksha Bandhan. 

Children will find out about the festival of Raksha Bandhan 
which celebrates the relationship between brothers and 
sisters.  Children will find out how this Hindu festival is 

celebrated, such as through rakhi bracelets and tilak 
blessings.  They will also consider people in their own lives 

they look out for and how look out for them in return. 

 Do children know that Raksha Bandhan is a festival that 
celebrates the relationship between siblings? 

 Can children describe some of the ways in which Raksha 
Bandhan is celebrated by Hindus? 

 Can children think of people in their own lives they look out 
for and who looks out for them in return? 

Lesson 6 

To find out about the Hindu 
festival of Ganesh Chaturthi. 

Children will start by thinking about how they celebrate 
their birthdays.  They will find out that the birthday of 

Ganesh, the elephant-headed god.  They will find out what 
happens during the Ganesh Chaturthi celebrations and 

think about how this birthday is different or similar to their 
own birthday celebrations? 

 Do children know what Ganesh Chaturthi is? 

 Can children describe some of the ways in which Hindus 
celebrate Ganesh Chaturthi? 

 Can children describe what the god Ganesh looks like? 



Summer 2: What did Jesus teach us? 

 Learning Objective Overview Assessment Questions 

Lesson 1 

To find out about the life of Jesus. Children will understand that Jesus lived a long time ago but 
that lots of people still remember him and believe he was the 

Son of God.  They will read through the story of Jesus’ life 
from the nativity to the resurrection.  Children will consider 

how different characters might have been feeling at different 
points of the story.  They can then recall and order the main 

events of the story. 

 Do children know that Jesus lived a long time ago? 

 Can children describe the events in the life of Jesus? 

 Do children know that Christians believe Jesus is the son of God? 

Lesson 2 

To find out about the parable of the 
lost son. 

Children will identify a parable as a story with a special 
meaning or lesson.  They will read through the parable of the 
prodigal son and discuss what they think Jesus was trying to 
teach people by telling this story.  They can retell the parable 

in a variety of ways. 

 Do children know that a parable is a story that teaches a lesson? 

 Can children describe the story of the lost son? 

 Do children know that Christians believe Jesus taught the parable 
of the lost son to show that God rejoices when people come back 
to him? 

Lesson 3 

To find out about the parable of the 
good Samaritan. 

Children will recap what a parable is.  They will read the story 
of the Good Samaritan and discuss what they think Jesus was 
trying to teach through this parable.  They will consider ways 
in which they could help people for themselves and consider 

how they might act in various situations. 

 Do children know that Jesus often taught through parables? 

 Can children describe the parable of the Good Samaritan? 

 Can children describe the message Jesus was teaching through 
the parable? 

Lesson 4 

To find out what Jesus taught at the 
Sermon on the Mount. 

Children will identify that Jesus taught his followers in many 
ways, including sermons.  They will look at some of the things 

Jesus taught at the Sermon on the Mount and what they 
mean for Christians today.  They will look at the Lord’s Prayer 

and describe what it is.  They can also think about special 
people in their own lives who have taught them special things. 

 Do children know some of the ways in which Jesus taught his 
followers? 

 Do children know why the Sermon on the Mount is important for 
Christians? 

 Can children describe what the Lord’s Prayer is? 
 

Lesson 5 

To explore what we can learn from 
the actions of Jesus. 

Children will start to understand some of the ways in which 
Jesus’ actions were an example to his disciples and to 

Christians today.  They will read the story of how and why 
Jesus washed his disciples’ feet and what this can teach 

Christians.  Children will think about times they have been 
kind to others. 

 Do children know what Jesus taught people through his actions? 

 Do children know that Jesus was kind and helpful to the people 
who needed him the most? 

 Do children know that Christians believe Jesus performed 
miracles to heal people? 

Lesson 6 

To summarise what Jesus taught 
people. 

Children will recall key facts about the life of Jesus and some 
of the ways in which he taught people.  They will consider 

what they think Jesus was like as a person and come up with 
adjectives to describe him.  They will summarise the most 

important messages he taught his followers. 

 Can children recall stories about Jesus? 

 Can children think of words to describe what Jesus was like? 

 Can children summarise what Jesus taught us? 

 


